Minutes of Chess Valley U3A Convenors’ Meeting 30 November 2017
Chesham Town Hall 10.00am – 1.00pm
Introductions & Housekeeping
1. Apologies and Attendees
43 Attendees, 17 Apologies and 3 Groups did not reply
Our thanks were given to all Convenors for attending and we appreciate all the feedback
we receive. A special welcome to all new and proposed Convenors
2.

The Minutes of previous meeting on 29 June 2017 were approved.

3.

Matters arising: New Simple Membership

Derek Gardner, our membership Secretary, gave a detailed report on the new Simple
Membership that our U3a is implementing. Various systems were investigated and after
discussions and demonstrations at our monthly Committees meetings your committee
decided that Simple Membership was the most suitable and adaptable for our needs.
Various questions were raised from the audience which were very helpful for Derek and he
can now go back to the company to discuss all the points raised. When we have a live
demonstration (some time in late spring) we will have hopefully covered most of your
queries. We expect to have small group demonstrations.
Another reason for updating our recording procedures is that Central Office has advised us
that we must be ready for the directive GDPR from the EU. At present our website is
accessible via Google and our data is held by various individuals, which has to be
addressed.
(General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) proposed by the European Commission will
strengthen and unify data protection for individuals within the European Union (EU), whilst
addressing the export of personal data outside the EU.
Treasurer
John Anderson made a brief statement about the general finances and also explained what
allowances are available for groups room hire. Any further queries, please contact
treasurer@cvu3a.uk
4. Coordinators Report
A list of discounts from local companies is now on the website.
A list of halls for hire was distributed. Groups that are struggling for space in their present
venue might consider moving to a larger one.
The proposed French Beginners Group had a disappointing attendance at a meeting set up
recently.
Tai chi is up and running and a waiting list has been established
‘Mindfulness’ and ‘How Jewish are the Gospels’. We hold a list of interested members.
Email groups@cvu3a.uk or add your name to the list on the Notice Board at the General
meeting.

Please ask all your members to sign in whether they meet in a home or any venue. The
Postcode of the Address should be displayed in case of any emergency arising.
Forms are on the website for Venue Risk Assessment, Events Check List and Accident Report
Form. Copies are also printed in the Convenors Handbook.
Please remember to send any changes of details to Derek our Membership Secretary.
membership@cvu3a.uk
Groups Coordinators have a copy of the U3a Insurance Document; please contact
groups@cvu3a.uk if you would like a copy.
5. Chairman’s report
Eric Magson, Chairman, paid a visit to Peter Wesby our very first Chairman and passed on
our best wishes for the Christmas Season. Peter has been poorly for some time but asked
to be remembered to all who knew him. Peter Wesby and Tony Biddle, who was our Vice
Chairman for a number of years, have both been presented with life membership of our
U3a
Subscriptions are due at the end of March 2018 and will revert back to £22.00 per year.
Forms will be in the Spring Newsletter.
The General Meeting on the 2nd Thursday of the month at Chesham Baptist Church has
been attracting up to 100 members, mainly due to the excellent quality of the speakers. Our
thanks go to Michael Cohn our Speakers Organiser.
At one of the TVN meetings Milton Keynes announced that they had formed a Bus Pass
Group and Ageing Hippies Group. Any offers?
6. Visits and events
Jackie Cobb our Events Coordinator advised that her preferred coach hire companies are
Motts Travel and Ashwood Coaches as they have always been reliable. Please contact Jackie
if you require further details. events@cvu3a.uk. Visits planned for next year are the Royal
Military Museum, Sandhurst, Portsmouth Dockyard and Royal Worcester Museum. Dates
are on the website and in the Newsletter.
7. 10 year Anniversary 11 October 2018
Plans are progressing well and we have a draft programme drawn up. We have been very
pleased with the cooperation of our groups to perform or display items on the day. We will
be having both the main hall and the back room at the Baptist church available to us on the
day. Seats in the main hall will be available for less able members and the reminder of the
members will be asked to use the upstairs balcony to enable us to have plenty of space for
the Singers, Ukulele Group, Play Readers and Music Group’s to perform. There will also be
displays and talks downstairs and of course tea and cake.
Many thanks to all those members, especially James our wine waiter, Eric, Liz, & Sue
Rawbone who helped us set up and clear up after the meeting.
The Meeting closed for our Christmas lunch at 11.45am
Next Meeting: Thursday 22 February 2018
Chesham Town Hall, 10.00 am to 12.00pm

